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Preface 
The Norwegian Shiba Club (NSK) hopes that The Compendium Of 
The Shiba Breed will be of joy and benefit for judges, judge 
trainees, breeders, and everyone else interested in the breed. Since 
Japan is the homeland of the Shiba, our goal is to have a standard 
of assessment and breeding that meets the Japanese ideals. 

The Committee: 
The comments to the standard have been conducted by the 
Norwegian Shiba Club with the help of a professional committee.  
The members of the committee were: 

Christen Lang 
Helene Nordwall 
Lena Sonefors 

The layout of the compendium was designed by Harriet Skogen Gleditsch 
and Torstein Gleditsch.  Proofreading was done by Gro Mandt and Tuire 
Siikala. 

The compendium was sent out to breeders who are members of the 
Norwegian Shiba Club. The executive committee of the society (NSK) 
approved “The Compendium Of The Shiba Breed” on 23rd March, 2009.  

The Standard Committee of The Norwegian Cennel Club (NKK) approved 

the Norwegian version “Rasekompenduim Shiba” 11th June 2009. The 
English version “The Compendium Of The Shiba Breed “ is approved by 

NSK 30th April 2013. The Norwegian version “Rasekompenduim Shiba” 
11th June 2009,  is to be considered as the main reference. 

The Structure of the Compendium: 
The compendium begins with a short history of the Shiba. The history 
section ends with examples of how the breed is used in different activities 
in Norway today. The next section consists of the FCI Breed Standard 
with supplementary comments by the Norwegian Shiba Club. The FCI 
Standard is given word for word and it begins with the words FCI 
Standard. The comments made by the society are placed in a coloured 
background and each comment begins with the word Comments. Hence 
there is a clear visual difference between the breed standard and the 
comments. The photographs and figures, as well as their captions, are a 
part of the comments.  

A bibliography and a list of photographs and illustrations can be found at 
the end of the compendium. 

Photographies and Illustrations 
The owners of the pictures have given The Norwegian Shiba Club (NSK) 
permission to publish photograpies in the Shiba Breed Compendium.  
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The History of the Breed 
Dogs of spitz type, with pointed ears and a curved tail, have existed 
in Japan for centuries. The forefathers of these dogs came to 
inhabit Japan from South-East Asia in prehistoric times. Over 300 
skeletons of medium-size dogs resembling the modern dogs have 
been found in Japan, which indicates that the dogs have remained 
unchanged for thousands of years. 

The Ainu people, the indigenous people of Japan, can be traced 
back to ca 7000-8000 BC. This era of Japan’s history, named after 
the ceramics made by the people, is called the Jomon-jin period. 

The skeleton findings show us that the Japanese dogs differ from 
Canis Familiaris Palustris, which is the best known dog found from 
the Stone Age in Europe. The differences can be seen particularly 
in the skull, which may indicate that the Asian and the European 
dogs do not have the same origin. 

Around 200 BC people of Mongolian origin came to inhabit Japan. 
They spread up over the country and partly drove out the original 
inhabitants, partly blended in with them. The same goes for their 
dogs. 

The ancestors of the Japanese breeds of our days are considered to 
be a result of this mixing of dogs. An example of the dogs of this 
period is the ceramic sculpture “Haniwao”, which was found in a 
tomb of that period. 

 
Photo  1 - Haniwao 

Dogs with pointed ears and a curved tail can also be found in 
different bronze reliefs from the same era. 

Today we have six original Japanese breeds which differ from each 
other only in small details. This applies especially to size and 
colours. The Japanese call the six breeds in general “The Japanese 
Dog”. The largest variant is akita, the medium size dogs are kishu, 
kai, shikoku and hokkaido. Shiba  is the smallest variant. All the 
breeds have been, and still are, used for hunting. The larger breeds 
are used for large game, whereas the Shiba is used for smaller 
game, especially pheasant hunting.  
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Illus. 1 – Map over Japan 

 

 

Japan was closed from all contacts with the outside world for a long 
time. The isolation lasted for 260 years until the USA forced Japan 
to open its harbours in 1854. Due to the long period of isolation the 
industrial development in Japan had fallen behind. The Japanese 
became impatient and wanted to catch up with the other countries 
as soon as possible. Everything new and western became highly 
valued, whereas everything representing the old, original culture 
was seen as old-fashioned. This view included also Japanese dogs, 
and an increasing amount of foreign dogs were imported to Japan. 
These dogs were held in high esteem and bred with the native 

dogs, which were in danger of disappearing completely. In those 
days the only ones who took care of the native dogs were hunters 
living in outlying places. They became the ones who saved these 
dogs from mixing with the new, western breeds.  

During the first half of the 20th century Japan’s industry and 
economy flourished. Gradually more attention was given to the 
original culture of Japan and interest towards the old dog types 
grew. A group of enthusiastic people began to collect together 
dogs from different parts of the country in order to try to rescue 
the rest of what was again the real Japanese dog. 

As for the Shiba, the dogs lived mostly in the regions of Shinshuu, 
Mino and Sanin and thus they were also named after these regions: 
Shinshuu Shiba, Mino Shiba og Sanin Shiba. 

For the first time the different varieties (or breeds) were specified 
using different names. Akita stands for the province with the same 
name,whereas Kishuu, Hokkaido og Shikoku were named after the 
islands they came from. Previously the word Inu, which means 
‘dog’ in Japanese, had been used for all the varieties. The Shiba is 
an exception of this. The name can have several meanings in 
Japanese. It can mean ‘small’ or the name of a specific bush whose 
leaves turn brownish red in the autumn. The colour of the leaves 
resembles the Shiba ‘s coat colour. The dogs from the Nagano area 
have been called Shiba since time immemorial. 

The Nihon Ken Hozonkai association, or Nippo in everyday speech, 
was founded in 1928. The purpose of the association is to preserve 
the Japanese Dog. The government  understood how important it 
was to preserve the old culture and, consequently, the native dog 
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breeds. These dog breeds became especially protected and they 
were recognized as a Natural Monument of Japan. As for the Shiba, 
this happened in 1936. 

The endeavours of Nippo proved successful and dogs were 
collected from all over Japan, especially from the mountainous 
areas, in order to include them in a stock of stud dogs. The result 
came to be the breed of our times. 

The Nippo Standard serves as a breed standard for all six dog 
breeds. It describes a proud, courageous and obedient dog with a 
high personal integrity, with only small differences between the 
different breeds. The Japanese like their national breed to have 
natural beauty and dignity.  

When Japan joined the Second World War the supplies of food 
decreased and it became almost impossible to keep a dog. Most 
breeders had to stop, which led to the loss of a significant part of 
the stud material. Some passionate breeders continued their work 
despite the difficult circumstances. The post-war distemper 
epidemic, among other diseases, had a devastating effect on the 
breeding because the breeders were unable to get hold of 
vaccinations. The work started by Nippo came to a standstill and 
did not continue until 1948. 

Dogs from the districts of Mino and Sanin had almost become 
extinct but dogs from Shinshuu had survived better. The Shinshuu 
dogs formed the basis for the breed when the breeding was 
restarted after the war. 

Today we can see genetic features from the different types which 
were used to build up the breed. There is, for example, certain 

variation in the head of the Shiba. There are some dogs that have 
slightly more markings on the stop and others that have a 
somewhat lower stop and longer nosenbridge. Both variants are 
fully acceptable. 

The very first dog in the history of the breed that we know by name 
is Hishihara. He was the sire of Ishi, who was born in 1930. These 
two dogs are the forefathers of all Shibas of today. 

 
Photo  2 – Ishi. 

Today the Shiba is the most widespread dog breed in Japan and it 
is found in great numbers all over the country. About 800 dogs are 
shown in the Grand National, a national show organized by Nippo 
each year. In order to enter the national show, all dogs have to 
qualify through the local dog shows   
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The first Shibas came to the USA with Japanese immigrants and 
Americans who returned home after the war. In the 1970s the 
breed was brought to Europe. The first individuals were introduced 
in Italy and in Sweden in 1972. Slowly but securely the breed spread 
around the world, and today it is well established in most 
continents. Interest towards the breed is growing all over the 
world. The Japanese have gradually understood how important it is 
to inform others on the breed. For many years Nippo has sent 
special judges to the USA and Europe. The Japanese judges give 
lectures about the Shiba and judge the breed according to the 
Nippo Standard.  

The first Shibas came to Norway in 1987. The breed has gradually 
developed here as well. The stock we have here today consists of 
dogs imported from several different countries, especially England, 
Sweden and Australia. In recent times dogs imported from Japan 
have had a significant influence on the breed in Norway. 

The Shiba is an excellent companion dog. It can be used in various 
activities, such as agility, obedience training and freestyle. 

 
Photo  3 - A Shiba can be used for many activities. Here is a dog 
training agility. 

 
Photo  4 - Here is a dog swimming out to fetch a retriever toy. 
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The breed is well suited for hunting. Shibas hunt like flushing dogs: 
first they find the game and then drive it from its hiding place for a 
hunter to shoot or capture. In Norway the breed is used to hunt red 
deer, moose, roe deer, capercaillie, ptarmigan and willow grouse. 
Some Shibas have even hunted wild boars in Sweden. 

 

Shibas are also suited for tracking. In Norway there are many 
Shibas which have been trained to track the hunted game if 
injured. 

 
Photo  5 -A hunting Shiba with its prey: amoose. 

 

 

Photo  6 – Shiba hunting capercaillie marks the game in the top of the 
tree.  
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The FCI Standard of the  
Shiba Breed  
With comments by The Norwegian Shiba Club (NSK) 

Introductory Comment: We handle and comment every part of the 
document "The Breed Standard for Shiba, Group 5, FCI Breed 
Number 257, by 15th July 1992" made by The Standard Committee 
of The Norwegian Cennel Club (NKK). The Japanese standard, 
upon which the FCI standard for the Shiba is based, accounts for all 
Japanese breeds: Akita, Kishu, Kai, Shikoku, Hokkaido and Shiba.  

The Japanese standard accounts for all the breeds, with only few 
exceptions regarding the form of the tail and the colours. See our 
detailed comments on ”Tale” page 17 and ”Coat” page 22.  

In our comments we will also mention what is the Japanese 
practices when it comes to judging of Shiba. The section "History of 
the Breed" acts as a basis for "the Japanese Dog" and draws the line 
between the Shiba of previous times, and the modern Shiba, such 
as it is in Norway, Scandinavia and Japan today.  

The samples of the breed standard are introduced with the words 
"FCI Standard" and the NSK’s comments are in coloured boxes 
introduced with "Comments". Faults are placed in frames.  

General Apperance of the Shiba 
General Apperance: 
FCI-Standard: Small-sized dog, well balanced, well boned with well 
developed muscles.  Constitution strong. Action quick, free and 
beautiful. 

Comment: The ideal is a well-balanced dog that presents a  
harmonious general impression without any  exagerations. The  
Japanese favour a dog that radiates pride and natural beauty.The 
sexual distinction between the male and female of the breed 
should be very apparent. 

Example of good masculine expression is shown on photo 10 page 
10. 

Examples of good feminine expression are shown on  photo 11 
page 10, photo 17 page 13, and photo 26 page 24. 

 
Photo  7 - Nippowinning bitch. 

 
Photo  8 - Nippowinning male 
dog. 
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Important Proportions 
FCI-Standard: The ratio of height at withers to length of body  
is 10 : 11. 

Comment: The body proportions should be 10:11. In Japan, 
however, we often see highly awarded dogs that are somewhat 
longer than this ideal. The height of the chest should be 45-50 
percent of the body height.The legs should  be of good length, but 
too long or too short legs are undesirable. 

 
Photo 9 - Bitch with correct proportions. 

Another example of correct proportions is shown on photo 30 page 
26. 

Behaviour / Temperament 
FCI-Standard: The temperament is faithful, with keenness in sense 
and high alertness. 

Comment: The Shiba is a very proud dog, with great personal 
integrity. It is easyly taught, but also has a strong will of its own. In 
Japan the breed is described by 3 words: Kan-I, Ryo-Sei and Soboku. 
It is difficult to translate the meaning of these words, but they 
describe a brave, proud dog with great inner strength, combined 
with natural beauty. 
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Head 
Cranial Region-Skull  
FCI-Standard: Skull: Forehead broad. 

Comment: Broad and flat skull is desirable. 

Cranial Region-Stop  
FCI-Standard: Stop : Well defined with slight furrow. 

Comment:  Neither  too marked nor too flat stop is desirable. Bear 
in mind, however, that a certain variation is allowed. This is 
historically conditioned, due to  the different types that were 
colleted when the breed was established after the second world 
war, see ”The History of the Breed”, page 3. 

Facial Region-Nose 
FCI-Standard: Nose : Black colour desirable.  Nasal bridge straight. 

Comment: Liver coloured, or light colour on the naval cartilage is a 
very grave fault. 

Facial Region- Muzzle 
FCI-Standard: Muzzle : Moderately thick and tapering. 

Comment: Too narrow muzzle is undesirable. The lower jaw should 
be well developed. Both too long and too short muzzle is 
undesirable. 

 

Photo 14 page 11 show a good muzzle.Photo 12 page 10, photo 14 
page 11 and photo 18 page 15 show a good lower jaw. 

 
Photo  10 – Masculine male head  
with broad skull and correct ears.  

 
Photo  11- Feminine head with 
beautiful eyes. Notice correct red 
colour and Urajiro. 

 

 
Photo  12 - Marked stop. Notice  
good cheeks and correct slightly 
forward-tipping ears. 

 
Photo  13 - Somewhat less 
marked stop. Notice correct 
tilted eyes. 

Comment: Both heads, shown on photo 12 and 13, are equally 
accepted. See the chapter on ”The History of the Breed”, page 3. 

 

 



 

11 
 

Facial Region-Lips 
FCI-Standard: Lips : Tight. 

Comment: The lips should be tight, and a dew-lap is very 
undesirable. 

 
Photo  14 - Male Shiba with good muzzle and tight  lips. Notice correct 
ears and eyes and a good lower jaw. 

Facial Region-Teeth 
FCI-Standard: Jaws/Teeth : Teeth strong with scissor bite. 

Upper  jaw: 
6 incisors, 2 canines, 8 premolars, 4 molars. 

Lowee jaw: 
6 incisors, 2 canines, 8 premolars, 6 molars. 

Comment: The Shiba should have scissor bite and full dentition. The 
Japanese are very strict with incomplete dentition. Only dogs with 
full dentition can be awarded ”Excellent” in Japan. In Scandinavia we 
can not be as strict as in Japan, due to the limited number of 
individuals within the breed. Therefore we can accept lack of 

premolars P1 or P2. We ask the judges to record lack of teeth on the 
evaluation forms. Overshot and undershot bite, and lack of molars 
are grave faults.  

 
Illus. 2- Correct scissor bite in Shiba. 

Illus. 3 Fault in Shiba: 
Overshot bite. 

Illus. 4 – Fault in  
Shiba: Even bite. 

Illus. 5 – Fault in 
Shiba: Undershot 
bite. 
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Facial Region-Cheeks 
FCI-Standard: Cheeks : Well developed. 

Comment: Well developed cheeks is one of the characteristics of the breed. 

 
Photo  15 - Bitch with very good full cheeks. This is one of the 
distinguishing features of the breed. 

Facial Region-Eyes 
FCI-Standard: Eyes : Relatively small, triangular and dark brown in 
colour; the outer corners of the eyes are upturned. 

Comment: The shape of the eye openings is important to give the breed its 
correct Asian look. These should be slightly triangular and slanting. 

 
Photo  16 – Bitch with beautiful eyes. Notice correct ears. 

 
Illus. 6 - Correct angle of the eye openings.  

 
Illus. 7 -  Correct angle for the eye openings in relation to the ears. 

 
Illus. 8 - Correct shape of the eye opening. 

Photo 11 page 10 and photo 13 page 10 show correct eyes. 
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Facial Region-Ears 
FCI-Standard: Ears : Relatively small, triangular, slightly inclining 
forward and firmly pricked. 

Comment: The ear placement is characteristic for the breed: The 
ears have a slightly forward tipping position, continuing the curved 
line of the neck. Seen from in front the tip of the ears should not 
slant towards each other, nor out to the side of the head, and they 
should be slightly rounded and not too pointed.Ears that are set 
too close together or too far apart are incorrect, as are ears set too 
low on the side of the head. They should not be too small, nor too 
big, and they should be in proportion to the rest of the head. Figure 
12 and 13 on page 14, show examples of inncorrect ear  placement 
in Shiba.  

 

Illus. 9 - Drawing of  correct 
ears in Shiba seen from in 
front. 

 
Illus. 10 – Drawing of correct slightly 
forward tipping ears in Shiba, seen in 
profile. 

 

 
Photo 17- Bitch with correct ears. There is good width between the 
ears seen in relation to the eyes. Notice beautiful eyes and good 
sexual impression. 

 More examples of correct and good ears in Shiba can be seen on 
photo 10 page 10, photo 12 page 10, photo 14 page 11, photo 16 
page 12 and photo 21 page 16. 
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Illus. 11 Correct ears seen from the front. The outer line of the ear 
should continue the line of the cheek. The tip of the ear should point 
upwards and be slightly rounded. The size of the ear must balance the 
rest of the head, and the ears should not be too small, nor too big. 

 

 

 
Illus. 12 – Fault in Shiba: The ears are set too low and too far apart, 
and the tip of the ears slant out to the side of the head.  

 
Illus. 13 – Fault in Shiba: The ears are too closely set, and the tip of the 
ears slant towards each other.  
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Neck 
FCI-Standard: Neck : Thick, strong, and well balanced with the head 
and the body. 

Comment: A sturdy, medium long neck is desirable. The neck 
should not be thin and long, nor so short that it gives the 
impression that the head is placed on the shoulders. 

 
Photo  18 - Male Shiba with correct neck. Notice correct forward 
tipping ears that continue the bow of the neck. Notice good lower 
jaw. 

Body 
FCI-Standard: Back : Straight and strong. 

Loins : Broad and muscular. 

Chest : Deep, ribs moderately sprung. 

Belly : Well tucked up. 

Comment: The Siba is a moderately angulated dog. It should not be 
too steep, nor have over-angulated rear legs..  

 
Photo  19 - A correct, moderately angulated male Shiba. 
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Illus. 14 - Drawing of a red bitch. 

 
Photo  20 - Bitch that has suitable moderately angulated front and 
back. 

 
Illus. 15 - Drawing of a ”black and tan” male. 

 
Photo  21 - Bitch with correct proportions. Notice correct forward 
tipping ears. 
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Tail 
FCI-Standard: Set on high, thick, carried vigorously curled or curved 
as a sickle, the tip nearly reaching hocks when let down. 

Comment: Bear in mind that the  FCI standard differs from the  
Japanese NIPPO-standard concerning the description of the tail in 
Shiba. Quotation from the FCI standard for Shiba: ”carried tightly 
curled or curved as a sickle”. In the Nippo standard this wording 
concerns the breed Akita, and it is evident in the Nippo standard 
that an open tail is desirable in Shiba. 

Concerning the shape of the tail, it is our opinion that the term 
”sabre” describes the shape of the tail better than”sickle”, which is 
used in the  FCI-standard. A sabre has an open curve, and a sickle 
has a crooked, closed curve. In very rare occasions, even in Japan, 
we see dogs with  an open sabre shaped tail, see figure 17 and 19. 
This shape of tail is sought-after in Japan. 

 

Photo 27 page 24 and photo 30 page 26 show two different 
examples of well set and carried tails. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 
Illus. 16 – The drawing shows a correct 
tail setting. The tale setting in Shiba is 
important. The tail should not be set 
on too low. 

 
Illus. 17 - Drawing of Shiba with sabre 
shaped  tail. This shape of tail is 
correct and highly prized in Japan. 
The sabre shaped tail occurs very 
rarely. 
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Illus. 18 – Desirable tail. 

 
Illus. 19 –  Desirable tail. 

 

 
Illus. 20 - Acceptable tail. 

 
Illus. 21 - Acceptable tail. 

 

 
Illus. 22 - Less acceptable tail.Too 
tightly curled tail. 

 
Illus. 23 - Less acceptable tail. 

 

 Illus. 
24 - Less acceptable tail. 

 
Illus. 25 - Fault in Shiba: too 
short and too low set tail. 

. 
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Limbs - Forequarters 
Shoulders and Elbows : 
FCI-Standard: Seen from the front, forelegs straight.  

Shoulders : Shoulder blade moderately sloping. 

Elbows : Tight. 

Comment: In Japan we see highly awarded dogs with steep 
shoulder and upper arm. This is not desirable, but should not be 
judged as a serious fault. Too wide fronts, bowed-out at elbows – 
figure 29, and dogs with bowed in toes in  front are not desirable. 
Nor are too narrow fronts – figure 28, or bowed-out feet desirable. 

 
Illus. 26- A male and female Shiba with the correct H-shaped front. 

 

 

  
Illus. 27 - Correct front. 

  
Illus. 28 – Fault in Shiba: Too 
narrow front. Too narrow chest 
and too tight elbows. 

 
Illus. 29 – Fault in Shiba: Too 
wide front with bowed-out 
elbows. 
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Limbs - Hindquarters 
FCI-Standard: Upper thighs : Long. 

Lower thighs : Short, but well developed. 

Hocks : Thick and tough. 

Comment: The Shiba is a moderately angulated  dog. It should not 
be too steep nor be over-angulated. 

 
Illus. 30 - The drawing shows correct, moderately  angulated hind legs. 

 
Illus. 31 - Fault in Shiba: Not 
sufficiently angulated hind legs. 

 
Illus. 32 – Fault in Shiba: Over-
angulated hind legs. 

Feet 
FCI-Standard: Digits tightly closed and well arched.  Pads hard and 
elastic.  Nails hard and dark in colour desirable. 

Comment: The feet should be small and tightly closed. Flat or long - 
also called hare’s foot - is a fault. Photo 23 page 23 shows a Shiba 
with correct white  socks, and then the toenails are often 
translucent. This is not a fault. 
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Illus. 33 - Shiba at a trot. 

 

Gait / Movement 
FCI-Standard: Light and brisk. 

Comment: The gait of the Shiba is adjusted to a moderately 
angulated dog. Tripping movement in the hind legs is not 
desirable. The Japanese do not attach much importance to the 
movements. 

 

 

 
Photo  22- Good movements. 
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Coat 
Coat-Hair 
FCI-Standard: Hair: Outer coat harsh and straight, undercoat soft 
and dense; hair on tail slightly long and standing off. 

Comment: An outer coat that is standing up is important. The coat 
should not be too short nor too soft. Longhaired dogs occur, but 
this is a very grave fault in Shiba, and these dogs should not be 
awarded prizes. 

Coat-Colour 
FCI-Standard: Red, black and tan, sesame, black sesame, red 
sesame. 

Definition of the colour sesame: 

Sesame : Equal mixture of white and black hairs. 

Black sesame : More black than white hairs. 

Red sesame : Ground colour of hair red, mixture with black hairs. 

 All the above mentioned colours must have«Urajiro»: Whitish coat 
on the sides of the muzzle and on the cheeks, on the underside of 
the jaw and neck, on the chest and stomach and the underside of 
the tail, and on the inside of the legs. 

Comment: Black sesame is a dog with grey undercoat. Red sesame 
is a dog with red undercoat. Urajiro is the term for the creme 
markings. They differ from the white markings in the coat. 

Urajiro: 
That is creme markings in the coat: 

 on the side of the muzzle, on the cheeks and on the chin  

 on the underside of the jaw, the choke and the neck 
 on the chest and stomach/ under the abdomen  
 on the underside of the tail  
 on the  inside of the legs. 

There are some deviations in Sesame and the black dogs: They 
rarely have Urajiro on the whole chest and the abdomen. 

Urajiro is one of the characteristics in Shiba. It is important for the 
general impression of the Shiba that it has a good Urajiro and good 
contrast between the main colour and the creme markings. 

Photo 11 page 10, photo 26 page 24 and photo 27 page 24 show 
correct Urajiro and correct red coat colour. 

Photo 29 page 24 show correct Urajiro in a sesame coloured. 

Photo 31 page 26 correct Urajiro” in a ”black and tan” coloured. 

White  Markings:: 

A Shiba may have white markings  

 on the front legs up to the elbows  
 on the hind legs up to the hocks 
 and a small white tip on the tail  

There should not be colour spots (black or red) on the stockings, 
but this is not considered as a serious fault. A black Shiba with 
white stockings that cover areas that should have been tan-
coloured, is not preferable, because this gives a general impression 
of black and-white. On shows in Japan we very infrequently see 
dogs with white stockings, but more often we see dogs with small 
white sock on the front legs. In Japanese this is called Tabi, which 
means snow shoes. White markings can occur on  the nozzle and 
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the fore chest, and as spots on parts of the body, but this is not allowed. 
All white/creamcoloured Shiba may occur, but are not shown in Japan. 

 
Photo  23 - A Shiba with small white socks, Tabi in Japanese, which 
means snow shoes. This is not a fault. Notice that a dog with white 
socks or stockings often have translucent toenails. 

  
Photo  24 - A ”black and tan” bitch with the characteristic white 
markings on the chest, called falcon. Here the bitch has a double 
falcon. 

 
Photo  25 – Here is a ”black and tan”  Shiba with white stockings of 
maximum allowed length. Notice that an all white chest as seen in 
this dog, is very rare in a  ”black and tan”, but it is not a fault. 

Comment: Photo 25 shows   ”black and tan” bitch with the allowed 
white stockings on the  front legs up to the elbow, and on the rear 
legs up to the hock. This is allowed, but not desirable. It applies in 
particular for” black and tan” dogs, because such white stockings 
will cover the area that should be tan-coloured. Such white socks 
will give the dog a black and white general impression, which is not 
desirable. Black or red dots in the white stockings are not desirable, 
but it is not a fault. 
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Red Shiba 
Comment: A correct red Shiba should  have an orange red colour. It 
should not be brown nor beige. A somewhat lighter dog is allowed, 
but an intense red colour is preferred. 

 

Comment: A black mask is sometimes seen in puppies, but it 
changes when the dog grows up, and should not be seen in the 
adult dog. This is a grave fault in an adult, red or sesame dog. 

 

 
Photo  26 – Bitch with good red colour and  Urajiro. Notice a feminine 
expression. 

 

 

Comment: A few black guard hairs in an otherwise red dog is 
allowed. 

White mask in a young red dog  is not  desirable. A somewhat 
faded colour on the  muzzle is allowed in an old dog, however. 
A black tip of the tail in a red dog is not desirable, but it is not a 
great fault. It is often seen in red dogs with some black hairs in the 
coat. Some black hairs on the body are allowed in an otherwise red 
dog. These dogs are not sesame, they are considered red in Japan. 

 

 

 

 
Photo  27 - Male dog with correct red colour and Urajiro. Notice  
correctly set and carried tail. 
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Sesame Shiba  

 
Photo  28 - Sesame bitch. Notice in particular the black hairs on the 
forehead that give a sesame Shiba the correct expression. Sesame 
should have red muzzle and red colour on the forelegs up to the 
elbows, and on the hind legs up to the  hocks. 

Comment: Red sesame is the correct sesame colour for Shiba. See 
chapter ”The History of the Breed” about The Japanese dog 
(common standard for all the breeds). A correct sesame Shiba has a 
red or grey under coat and black guard hairs from the forehead to 
the tail, except on the muzzle, on the forelegs up to the elbows and 
on the hind legs up to the hocks. It should have Urajiro as in an all  
red dog, but it often has a few black hairs on the forechest. The 
black overlay should not be concentrated in a saddle like pattern, 

this is a grave fault. The black hairs should be evenly distributed as 
shown on photo  28 and 29. 

 

 
Photo  29 - Sesame male dog with excellent Urajiro. 
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”Black and tan” Shiba 

 
Photo  30 – A ”black and tan”-male dog with  correct markings.  
Notice: Correct proportion and a well set and carried tail. 

Comment: This is actually a ”tri-colour”-dog due to the creme 
drawings (Urajiro), that all the coat colour variants should have. In 
Japan the colour is called only black.The tan( intensely red colour, 
not brown or beige) should be found: 

 on the side of the muzzle, as two spots above the eyes; the 
Japanese call these spots double eyes, and on the inside of the 
ears 

  on the forelegs from the paw and a bit up to the elbow 
 on the hind legs from the paw up to the hock 
 tan-colour can also be found on the underside of the tail 

towards the tip of the tail. 

 

 

 

 
Photo  31 – ”black and tan” - bitch with correct markings and Urajiro. 
Notice that the grey under coat shines through the black overcoat. 

The black coat should have a glow of red (rust), and not be bluish 
black. The undercoat should be seen dimly through the overcoat, in 
particular on the   neck and on the back of the head, and it is either 
red or grey. This is seen if we stroke the coat the wrong way. 

The markings should be distinct, and the correct balance between 
the colours is important in a black dog. The general impression 
should not be too jet black (dark/muddy), nor too indistinct in the 
markings. Nor should the dog give a black-white or a black-tan 
impression. Black dogs usually have one or two creme markings on 
the chest that look like a falcon, and they are more or less white on 
the abdomen. Photo 24 page 23 shows a double falcon. 
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Size 
FCI-Standard: Height at withers :  
Dogs : 40 cm. 

Bitches: 37 cm. 

There is a tolerance of 1,5 cm smaller or taller. 

 

Testicles 
FCI-Standard: N.B. : Male animals should have two apparently 
normal testicles fully descended into the scrotum. 
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Faults 
FCI-Standard: Any departure from the foregoing points should be 
considered a fault and the seriousness with which the fault should 
be regarded should be in exact proportion to its degree and its 
effect upon the health and welfare of the dog. 

Bitchy dogs, doggy bitches. 

Malocclusion (overshot or undershot mouth). 

Numerous teeth missing. 

Shyness. 

ELIMINATING FAULTS :  

Aggresive or overly shy. 

Ears not pricked. 

Hanging or short tail. 

 

Any dog clearly showing physical or behavioural abnormalities shall 
be disqualified.Hengende eller kort hale 

Comment: The faults mentioned above should be considered grave 
faults. In the comments below we draw attention to additional  
faults that may occur in the breed. 

 

Comment: The ideal is a dog with full dentition. Lack of  premolar 1 
(P1)  or P2 should be accepted. Lack of more than 4 premolars 
should be penalized with reduced prize. 

 

Comment: A longhaired coat may occur, and this is a grave fault. A 
dog with such coat can not be awarded prizes. Nor can all white 
(cream-coloured) dogs. 

 

Comment: Liver coloured or light colour on the cartilage is a grave 
fault. A dog with this colour on the cartilage can not be awared  
excellent in Japan. 
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